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FIRST WORLD CUP BIATHLON COMPETITION IN FRANCE
A FIRST IN FRANCE!

Le Grand Bornand, Annecy and the French Ski Federation join forces in the organization of 2 World 
Cup events.
. From 15th to 18th December 2011
. December 2013

This is a great occasion to discover a fun and spectacular Nordic discipline in exceptional surroundings.
							     
							          ON YOUR MARKS, SKI, FIRE!
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First in France!

Le Grand Bornand hosts a World Cup biathlon competition on French soil for the first 
time. It promises to be a historic event at a time when this particular sport is rapidly gai-
ning popularity in France, greatly due to the success of the French athletes at the 2010 
Vancouver Olympics.
Having won 6 Olympic medals in Vancouver, amongst a total of 11 overall, the French 
biathletes, Vincent Jay, reigning Olympic Champion, Martin Fourcade, Marie Laure Bru-
net, Marie Dorin-Habert, Sandrine Bailly and our local sportswoman, Sylvie Becaert, 
created a real buzz amongst the crowds of spectators and television viewers. The games 
were a great success for the French team, skiing in the tail winds of Raphael Poirée, 8 
times World Champion, Florence Baverel and Vincent Dufrasne, Olympic Champions in 
Turin 2006.

First in the World!

A champion breeding ground, with no less than 8 athletes present at the Vancouver Olym-
pics,  Le Grand Bornand counts 11 athletes on the international circuit this season. This 
pretty ski resort in the Haute-Savoie region has been chosen by the French Ski Federation 
(FFS) and the International Biathlon Union (IBU) to host 2 World Cup Biathlon events, in 
2011 and 2013.

An adventure that promises to be fruitful after the successful “trial shoot” last March for 
the IBU Cup, when 10 000 spectators created “THE” event on the European biathlon 
circuit! This is the first event on the World circuit to take place at the heart of a village. A 
new page in French sports history … a World Cup event “à la maison”!
The duo, Annecy-Grand Bornand, successful organizers of events such as the Tour de 
France, European ski competitions, the Lakeside Festival or the biggest kids festival “Au 
Bonheur des Mômes”, wish to involve the general public as much as possible, to promote 
both the sport and its champions. 

A party in the offing

To celebrate the event and in an attempt to satisfy the increasing popularity of this sport 
in France, the resort will organize concerts, entertainment and introductory Biathlon ses-
sions. This event is seen as an opportunity for the resort to establish itself as a biathlon 
reference on the world circuit and an occasion to rediscover the incredible facilities that 
possess Annecy and Le Grand Bornand. Travel from one site to the next, between lake and 
mountains, in less than an hour!

							             ON YOUR MARKS, SKI, FIRE!

     WELCOME TO FRANCE



UNITED IN FORCE

 
The organization of this World Cup biathlon event in France is a result of common volition 
between Annecy and Le Grand Bornand, to create an event backed by the French Ski Fe-
deration. 

Great organization skills
Annecy and Le Grand Bornand have previously demonstrated their capacity to organize 
a number of international ski competitions. Last March, the duo successfully hosted the 
finals of the European Cup (IBU cup). In 2010, Annecy organized an international athletics 
meeting that brought in crowds of more than 12 000 spectators. In the field of skiing, Le 
Grand Bornand successfully organized the first ever Handiski World Championships, the 
European Biathlon Championships in 1995, the final of the European Alpine Cup in 2003 
and more recently, the French Cross-Country and Biathlon Championships in 2006 and 
2007 that gathered crowds of more than 9000 spectators over a 2 day period.

Michel Vion, President of the French Ski Federation
“In the wake of symbolic athletes like Raphael Poirée, Florence Baverel or Vin-
cent Defrasne, our biathletes moved the country during the Vancouver Winter 
Olympic Games and the World Biathlon Championships in Russia last February.
For the past 15 years, the French biathlon team is one of the best in the world. 
It appears only natural that the French Ski Federation and the IBU, support the 
candidacy of Annecy / Le Grand Bornand and that France obtains the rite to or-
ganize the first Biathlon World Cup on national soil. Aware of  the importance 
of international competitions on home ground, there is absolutely no doubt 
that our biathletes will find the necessary means to victory and thus ensure 
the promotion of their sport, making this incredibly popular event even more 
festive”

Norbert Baier (Germany), ex-President of the IBU Technical Committee and 
Technical delegate during the World Cup in Le Grand Bornand.
“The IBU Cup was a great success in Le Grand Bornand. The organizers wor-
ked very hard and the athletes were delighted. On the other hand, the French 
biathletes are amongst the best in the world at the present moment in time. For 
both these reasons, it appears quite evident that a World Cup should take place 
in this country. I am absolutely sure that this event will live up to expectations 
and that the benefits for this sport, in terms of popularity, will be incredible. Le 
Grand Bornand is situated close to Geneva airport, the stadium is at the heart 
of the village with hotels close by and the organization committee is extremely 
motivated. The media should appreciate this and I even hope that the French 
Ski Federation will gain new sponsors”.
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A fantastic ski area situated between the lake and the summits!

Not just Le Grand Bornand but an entire region is mobilized in the organization of such international 
sports events. Annecy and the Aravis resorts are situated at the heart of an exceptional natural domain 

that offers a variety of sports, cultural activities and tourist attrac-
tions throughout the year.
The town of Annecy boasts a rich historic past and an exceptio-
nal heritage. Situated on the edge of the purest lake in Europe, 
the lakeside is well equipped for water sports and walking en-
thusiasts.
At the heart of the Aravis mountain range, Le Grand Bornand is 
an authentic village resort, renowned for more than 100 years 
in the field of winter sports. Despite offering a vast ski area, the 
resort has successfully preserved its charm and traditional alpine 
atmosphere.

Philippe Angelloz-Nicoud, Mayor of Grand Bornand and President of the Organi-
zing Committee
“Le Grand Bornand, well experienced in the organization of important events, hosts 
with Annecy, the first Biathlon World Cup in France. The organization of this inter-
national event is the result of a longstanding and voluntary political attitude towards 
sport. With 11 skiers on the World Cup circuit, our resort is at the heart of high-level 
sports competitions and has been so since 1995 when Le Grand Bornand hosted 
the first European Biathlon Championships at the heart of the village. More re-
cently, the finals of the IBU Cup held in the new stadium last March, were a great 
success. I am absolutely convinced that the locals will meet the World Cup chal-
lenge with the same enthusiasm and passion for which they are renowned. With 
my colleagues from Annecy, the President of the French Ski Federation, the com-
manding officers of the 27th Battalion and Sylvie Becaert, we work together at the 
core of the Organization Committee to succeed in this historic event and ensure 
the duration of this World Cup in Le Grand Bornand.  I also wish to underline the 
participation of more than 40 towns and villages in the region that actively and 
voluntarily participate in the success of these events. It is a regional project and I 
therefore wish to thank the Mayors of neighbouring resorts, the State, the Regional 
Council and our private partners for all their support.”

Jean Luc Rigault, Regional Councillor, Mayor of Annecy and co-organizer of these 
World Cup events 
“Both Annecy and Le Grand Bornand are extremely complimentary. In this new pro-
ject, they successfully combine the authenticity of an alpine village with the assets of a 
larger town, convey a high level sporting image in the promotion of Nordic disciplines, 
encourage sustainable development and offer top quality facilities. Their enrolment on 
the international competition calendar signifies a certain determination to develop the 
discipline. In addition to the winter stadium, the creation of an urban training ground in 
Annecy will encourage the initiation of the sport and the detection and training of future 
world class athletes”. 

Jean-Philippe Demaël, General Director of Somfy Activities
“In continuation of our successful past history with French biathlon, we are extremely proud 
to be the principal partner of the Biathlon World Cup event in Annecy/ Le Grand Bornand. 
Somfy was first associated with this Olympic sport as sponsor to Raphaël Poirée before beco-
ming partner of the French Biathlon Team in 2005. It is natural that we commit ourselves to 
the success of the first major international race to take place in our region of Haute-Savoie, so 
close to home”.

Photo credits : Mairie d’Annecy/ mairie du Grand 	
	  Bornand / Somfy



THE 9 STAGES OF THE 2011/2012 BIATHLON WORLD CUP

1- Ostersund (Sweden), from 30th November to 4th December
2- Hochfilzen (Austria), from 9th to 11th December
3- Annecy-Le Grand Bornand (France), from 15th to 18th December
4- Oberhof (Germany), from 4th to 8th January
5- Nove Mesto (Czech Republic), from 11th to 15th January
6- Antholz (Italy), from 19th to 22nd January
7- Oslo (Norway), from 3rd to 5th February
8- Kontiolahti (Finland), from 9th to 12th February
9- Finals in Khanty Mansiysk (Russia), from 14th to 18th March

From 1st to 11th March 2012: World Biathlon Championships in Ruhpolding

First ever World Cup event to take place at the heart of a village!
220 of the world’s male and female specialists will race in the individual, sprint, pursuit 
and mixed relay events to take place in the new stadium. Contrary to other events on the 
World circuit, the competition stadium in Le Grand Bornand is situated at the heart of the 
village, close to the local population.
The aim: To promote world class sport and create a festive atmosphere amongst the general 
public. A challenge previously met last March at the finals of the European Cup (IBU Cup) 
organized by Le Grand Bornand, when more than 10 000 spectators gathered in mass. A 
first-time experience on the European circuit!

WHAT’S ON THE PROGRAMME ?

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Programme of events : World Cup Biathlon in Grand Bornand

Thursday 15th December at 14h30: Men’s sprint event
Friday 16th December at 14h30: Women’s sprint event
Saturday 17th December at 12h00: Men’s pursuit event
Saturday 17th December at 14h30: Women’s pursuit event
Sunday 18th December at 14h30: Mixed relay event

Photo credits : Vianney Thibaut / Agence Zoom



FRENCH BIATHLETES: READY & WAITING!

Vincent Jay, (Les Menuires), Olympic champion and bronze medallist in Vancouver
“It’s fantastic to race in a World Cup event at home in France. We truly hope that the public will encou-
rage us in Le Grand Bornand and emulate with the more renowned biathlon racing grounds like Anter-
selva in Italy or Ruhpolding in Germany. Come and encourage us to do our best”!

Marie-Laure Brunet (US Autrans), bronze medallist in Vancouver
« We are amongst the best nations in the world and so to host an event at home, in this new stadium, is 
truly exceptional. I just can’t wait! I have never had the opportunity to compete in a major competition 
in front of a home crowd. This time, it’s our chance! I only hope that this event will become a regular 
venue on the winter calendar”.

Martin Fourcade (SC Nordic 66), World Champion in Pursuit and silver medallist in the Sprint 
event in 2011. Vice Olympic Champion in the Mass-Start in Vancouver.
“This event is extremely important for French athletes. However, it also represents a great opportunity 
to mobilise the French media, sponsors, local fans, friends and Nordic amateurs that rarely have the 
opportunity to come along and encourage us. The Grand- Bornand drains a lot of people, the resort is 
central to both Italy and Germany. If there were more than 10 000 spectators at the IBU Cup last March, 
I imagine we will reach record numbers during this World Cup event! For me, this is the meeting of the 
year alongside the World Championships in Ruhpolding”.

Marie Dorin Habert (Sept Laux), bronze medallist in the sprint event at the Vancouver Olympics
“This is a great opportunity for the French crowds to enjoy biathlon! I am highly motivated to start the 
season on top form. We will do our very best in this event to honour the crowds and the French me-
dia”.

The French “A” team will attend the competition in Le Grand Bornand.

Marie-Laure Brunet (DOUANES Autrans  - 
Sports de Neige du Dauphiné)
Born : 20.1101988 in Lannemezan

Marie Dorin-Habert (DOUANES Les 7 
Laux - Sports de Neige du Dauphiné)
Born : 06.06.1986 in Lyon

Anais Bescond (DEFENSE EMHM Morbier 
Bellefontaine - Massif Jurassien)
Born : 15.05.1987 in Aunay sur Odon

Sophie Boilley (DEFENSE EMHM SC Valenti-
nois - Sports de Neige du Dauphiné)
Born : 18.12.1989 in Valence

Martin Fourcade (DEFENSE EMHM Nordic 
66 - Pyrénées Est)
Born : 14.09.1988 in Céret

Simon Fourcade (DEFENSE EMHM Villard 
de Lans - Sports de Neige du Dauphiné)
Born : 25.04.1984 in Perpignan

Vincent Jay (DEFENSE EMHM Les Menuires 
- Savoie). Born : 18.05.1985 in Albertville

Alexis Bœuf (DOUANES La Feclaz - Savoie)
Born : 04.03.1986 in Chambéry

Lois Habert (Schuss Valentinois)
Born: 18.11.1983 in Valence
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40% Grand Bornand
25% The State

15% Haute-Savoie 
  Regional Council

15% Rhones 
        Alpes 

5% 
Senator 
Pierre 
Hérisson

A MULTI-PURPOSE INTERNATIONAL STADIUM

Only several hundred metres from the heart of the resort, the Olympic stadium in Le 
Grand Bornand is ideally situated at an altitude of 1000 metres.
In accordance with a strict programme for sustainable development, the new stadium 
is used for a series of different events throughout the year: Tour de France, paragliding 
landing spot, festivals etc.

TECHNICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

An exclusive «A» licence 
To organize Olympic and world class 
events, the stadium in Le Grand Bornand 
had to obtain an A licence, delivered by 
the International Biathlon Union (IBU).

The facilities? A 30 target shooting range, 
a penalty circuit, open and compact cross-
country slopes, an arrival and departure 
zone together with an area for spectators.
The cost? A 4 million euro investment 
partially financed by the resort itself and 
the remainder by a number of economic 
and institutional parties: the state, the re-
gion, the Regional Assembly, the Haute 
Savoie Regional Council and the French 
Ski Federation.

An eco-friendly adventure
The Biathlon stadium perfectly integrates the surrounding natural environment. The equi-
pment and landscaping of the stadium is particularly respectful of local heritage and the 
natural beauty of the site. Situated within the perimeter of a Heritage Centre the stadium 
was built in collaboration with the National Association of Architects. The shooting wall 
is made of local stone in an attempt to preserve the authentic character of the site. 

 In order to remain a competitive ski resort and successfully preserve alpine agriculture 
and mountain pastures, le Grand Bornand has long been campaigning for the applica-
tion of eco-friendly politics. 

Photo credits : Epure



5% 
Senator 
Pierre 
Hérisson

- 80% of the facilities will be remo-
ved after the competition. Bridges 
and stands will be dismantled. 

- The stands are those previously 
used in Annecy for the lakeside 
festival.

- The existing congress hall will 
host the press and VIPs and the ice 
rink will accommodate the logis-
tics team. 

- The slopes to be used for the race 
are already existent and designed 
to preserve the natural and agricul-
tural surroundings.

AN ECO-FRIENDLY ATTITUDE

- During the competitions, a shuttle 
bus service will run from Thônes.

- Use of vehicles will be limited. 
Access to the competition ground 
will only be authorized by shuttle 
bus or on foot.

- Recycling waste containers will 
be installed on site and recyclable 
plates and cups will be used throu-
ghout the events.

A PROJECT CONFORM TO A 
PROGRAMME FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
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3 QUESTIONS FOR 
SYLVIE BECAERT, 

WORLD CHAMPION 
BIATHLETE FROM 

LE GRAND
BORNAND

This new and unique French stadium is dedicated to 
you, how do you feel about this?

“Other famous French athletes like Laurent Jalabert or Stéphane Diagana have made spor-
ting history and I am extremely proud of the fact that my name be associated with a Biath-
lon stadium in Le Grand Bornand. I’m honoured.
Last March, during the IBU Cup, there was a great deal of emotion when I watched the 
young athletes succeed here. I can’t quite imagine how I will feel when I see my ex team 
mates on track. I hope that my stadium, the first in its kind in France, will bring them all 
the luck they need!” 

What will be your role in the organiza-
tion of these World Cup events?

I will be representing the different athletes 
and providing the organization with my 
extensive sporting experience. I am able 
to explain what is important to athletes 
both on site and in local hotels. Athletes 
are away form home for several consecu-
tive weeks and mustn’t lose nerve impulse 
in the every day routine. In the stadium, 
everything must facilitate the athletes, 
whatever the weather. I am here to ensure 
that the sportsmen and women that com-
pete in Le Grand Bornand all leave with 
a happy memory of this 1st French World 
Cup event.

Will you be as stressed as when you were 
competing?

“I am very relaxed. The Grand Bornand 
has already proved its capability during 
the IBU Cup. In a simple and authentic 
manner, we will do everything that we 
possibly can to ensure that the athletes, 
IBU officials, media, volunteers, the orga-
nization and general public take home a 
memorable souvenir”.

Photo Credit : OT Le Grand Bornand / Elodie Lantelme

World Cup and World Champion sprin-
ter in 2003, Olympic medallist in Turin 
and Vancouver and World Champion in 
the mixed relay in 2009, Sylvie Becaert 
took retirement after the Canadian Olym-
pics. In tribute to her excellent sporting 
achievements, Le Grand Bornand deci-
ded to dedicate its new stadium to her. 
Ambassador of the competition, she will 
ensure the representation of the different 
athletes during the 2 World Cup events to 
be held in resort between now and 2013.



Around the stadium…
3000 seats in the stands and an arrival area 
large enough to host 5000 people will ena-
ble spectators to catch the entire event. Better 
still; the crowds can follow the racing on giant 
screens with live commentary from the spea-
ker.

…and in the rest of resort
The marquees in place close to the stadium 
will host the pre-event parties and continue 
to do so for the official ceremonies. A festive 
and friendly atmosphere will gain the entire 
resort. On the programme: concerts and bands 
in every corner of the resort, in the local bars 
and restaurants. The highlight of festivities: an 
evening in the presence of all the individual 
medalists on the Saturday.

A WORLD CUP ATMOSPHERE
Over this 4 day period, a festive atmosphere will gain the entire resort.

In search of volunteers 
500 people volunteered to help at the finals of 
the IBU Cup last March. These volunteers play 
an important part in the organization of a ma-
jor sporting event and are absolutely essential 
to the success of this World Cup.  
Once again, the Organization Committee 
wishes to mobilize the entire region, seeking 
voluntary help from the local town Mayors. 
Stadium staff, VIP officials, ticket sales…the 
jobs available to voluntary workers are nume-
rous. Our aim is to create a dynamic group 
and share a rich human experience around the 
organization of a great international event.
Les Contamines-Montjoie, Evian, Manigod 
and Entremont are amongst the resorts that 
have already volunteered to help.

BIATHLON FOR ALL

During the course of the week, 
initiation sessions will be or-
ganized around the stadium. 
Professional instructors from 
the French Ski School will 
help the public to discover 
the joys of biathlon. Partici-
pation: 2€ per person.

   DID YOU KNOW ?

The length of television coverage has multiplied by 6 between 1999 and 2011, partly due to the success of 
our biathletes at the Vancouver Olympics.
Transmission time has increased from 260 hours per annum in 1999 to 1700 hours today.

+500 million: the audience has grown enormously too, rising from 214 million to 773 millions in twelve 
years. 
Source: EBU, European Broadcasting Union

Photo Credit : Gilles Piel



ALL-INCLUSIVE HOLIDY PACKAGE DEALS

Annecy and Le Grand Bornand have concocted a number of all-inclusive biathlon package 
deals to satisfy a growing demand for this sport.

World Cup Package: gold or silver, 
the choice is yours!

World Cup Package inclusive of introductory 
biathlon sessions

This offer includes:
	 - 7 nights accommodation in a self-
	 catering apartment (from Sunday 	
	 11th  to Sunday 18th December 2011)
	 - 3 shooting initiation sessions at the 	
	 heart of the event (Thursday, Friday & 	
	 Saturday)
	 - Access to the spectator’s zone during 	
	 the 4 day World Cup biathlon event, 	
	 from Thursday 14th to Sunday 18th 	
	 December.
Prices: from 68€ per adult and 65€ per child 
under 10
Choose the “gold” version of this package 
and enjoy access to the stands: from 103€ per 
adult and from 98€ per child under 10

World Cup package inclusive of introduc-
tory biathlon sessions, shooting and Nordic 
skiing
A complete biathlon package. On the pro-
gramme, 3 half days of suspense, concentra-
tion, pleasure, skating, 10 & 50 metre shoo-
ting plus access to the World Cup biathlon 
events.

This offer includes: 
	 - 7 nights accommodation in a self-	
	 catering apartment (from Sunday 11th 	
	 to Sunday 18th December 2011)
	 - 3 half day biathlon sessions (Mon	
	 day to Wednesday)
	 - Access to the spectators zone during 	
	 the 4 day World Cup biathlon event, 	
	 from Thursday 14th to Sunday 18th 	
	 December
Silver rates: from 147€ per adult and 145€ 
per child under 10.
Gold rates inclusive of access to the stands: 
from 182€ per adult and 177€ per child un-
der 10.

100% Biathlon!
The local “Auberge Nordique” proposes a 
package deal, 100% biathlon! Combing the 
notions of effort, control and concentration, 
this offer includes  introduction and improve-
ment courses in skating techniques and biath-
lon.
Dates: from 18th to 24th December, 26th De-
cember to 1st January, 15th to 21st January, 
12th to 18th February, 19th to 25th February, 
26th February to 3rd March & 4th to 10th 
March.
Level required: Class 2 or 3 (corresponding to 
a level where skiers can control and maintain 
balance).
Prices: From 515€ per person inclusive of ac-
commodation at the Auberge Nordique (2* 
family holiday centre), equipment and ins-
truction.
Contact: www.auberge-nordique.com

A cheap and cheerful introduction to biathlon
Biathlon initiation sessions will be proposed 
throughout the World Cup event.
Participation: 2€ for 30 minutes.

Photo Credit : Gilles Piel
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LE GRAND BORNAND, A CHAMPION BREEDING 
GROUND

This is a legitimate title for a resort that boasts no less than 11 athletes on the 
World Cup circuit amongst its 2000 residents! This year, Le Grand Bornand is 
the most represented resort at an international level.

11 champions fly the local colours
Heading the team of athletes from Le Grand Bornand are Tessa Worley, Steve 
Missilier and Thomas Mermillod in alpine disciplines, Roddy Darragon and 
Christophe Perriallat in cross-country, Nelly Moenne-Loccoz and Claire Chapotot in snow-
board cross and Alexandre Mabboux in ski jump. This year they are joined by three young talented 
skiers, Bastien Midol in ski cross, Pierre Mazouat in snowboard and Antoine Blanchi in freestyle. 

Encouraged by the locals…
Created in 2006, the fan club in Le Grand Bornand boasts more than 1500 members, approximately 
one in two residents!
For the past five years fans have travelled to different World Cup races to support their local champions. 
More than 800 club bobble hats have already been sold to encourage the local athletes. This year, the 
fashion will be a fan club Chapka!
Browse our website for further information: www.fanclubgrandbo.com

LE GRAND BORNAND : A VAST SKI AREA 

Only an hour from Geneva and 30 minutes from Lake Annecy, at the heart of the Aravis mountain range 
and dominated by the summit of “Point Percée” at 2750m, Le Grand Bornand is a concentration of pure 
alpine pleasure, reputed for its alpine and Nordic ski areas.

Nordic ski facilities:
-A Nordic area within the village: 3, 5, 10, 15 and 20 kilometre circuits departing from the village in 
direction of the Bouchet Valley are equipped for skaters and classic cross-country skiers alike.
-A 14 km Nordic link between Le Grand Bornand and La Clusaz (return)
-A 12 km skating circuit in the Bouchet Valley.
- A permanent biathlon stadium (cross-country & skating) in the Bouchet Valley.
-10 kilometres equipped with artificial snow making facilities.
-Nordic facilities at Chinaillon: A choice of 2, 5, 8 and 12 kilometre circuits departing from the old 
village. Groomed for classic cross-country only.

FACT & FIGURES

43 kilometres of Nordic trails
90 kilometres of downhill runs
29 ski lifts (2 cable cars)
22 kilometres of slopes equipped with artificial   
     snow making facilities

ONCE UPON A TIME…

Situated between the Aravis and Bornes moun-
tain ranges, Le Grand Bornand lies at the junc-
tion of the Bouchet Valley, reputed for its Nordic 
domain and the Chinaillon Valley, renowned 
for its alpine skiing. 

However, despite its sporting authentic.
The river Borne lent its name to the village. Do-
minated by the “Pointe Percée” at 2752 metres 
altitude, Le Grand Bornand has successfully 
maintained its authenticity whilst simultaneous-
ly developing its tourist activity. The existence of 
exceptionally old chalets and farms add to the 
resorts irresistible charm. In order to preserve a 
traditional architectural aspect, all the rooftops 
in Le Grand Bornand are tiled in wood, the fa-
mous “tavaillons».



Photo Credit : photothèque Ville d’AnnecyCrédit photo : OT le Grand Bornand

…in the land of reblochon cheese, and agro-pastoral activities!

If one has been able to ski here since 1907, one never forgets the importance of the agricultural and 
pastoral activities in a region where tourism and farming are closely related. The most important farming 
town in the region, Le Grand Bornand counts 2400 acres of agricultural land and as many cows as there 
are residents, more than 2000!

Home to quality controlled (A.O.C.) reblochon cheese since 1958, Le Grand Bornand and its 50 farms 
have produced this famous farmhouse cheese for hundreds of years. Only certain breeds of cow produce 
the kind of milk necessary for its manufacture. Here in Le Grand Bornand, tourists can visit a farm and 
learn everything there is to know about the cheese making process, from milking to tasting!

Popular in the famous Tartiflette dish, this farmhouse cheese, produced twice a day, can be found on 
some of the most renowned dinner tables. Reblochon cheese is also a theme for a gourmet escapade 
along the footpaths of the Aravis mountain range.

ANNECY, JEWEL OF THE ALPS

A historic and cultural town, Annecy is renowned for its scenic beauty, natural and architectural heritage 
and excellent quality of life! 
The capital of the Haute Savoie region benefits from an exceptional environment. Situated on the edge of 
the purest European lake, at the foot of the Aravis and Bauges mountains, Annecy is only a stones throw 
from Switzerland and Italy.
This privileged geographical situation contributes to a thriving economy generated by technology and 
tourism. Annecy has preserved its historic town and successfully developed a varied choice of outdoor 
leisure activities for every season of the year.
Annecy is also reputed for its experience and efficiency in the organization of international cultural and 
sporting events, its prestigious Lakeside Festival in August and Film Animation Festival in June.

   A romantic Christmas in the Alps

From 25th November to 1st January 2012, Annecy celebrates Christmas in a roman-
tic fashion. Enjoy the illuminations and the evening light projections, the Christmas 
market in the old town and also the open-air ice rink, concerts and varied enter-
tainment for the occasion.
For further information: www.annecy.fr



ANNECY & LE GRAND-BORNAND BIATHLON ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

Route de Chinaillon BP38 
T : 00 33 4 50 02 79 00 / F :00 33 4 50 02 79 01 
Email: contact@biathlon-annecy-legranbornand.com 
Website: www.biathlon-annecy-legrandbornand.com 
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In the Mont-Blanc region - 98 rue Charles Viard, 74700 Sallanches 
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